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EPA’S REPEAL OF POWER PLANT CARBON POLLUTION STANDARDS
STATEMENT AND ANALYTICAL RESOURCES

Today, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is expected to repeal key regulations limiting
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants. EPA is also expected to propose eliminating all
greenhouse gas standards from power plants, arguing that it lacks the regulatory authority to set
these standards.

When it issued these Carbon Pollution Standards in May 2024, EPA found that they would deliver
$370 billion in net benefits. EPA found that, in 2035 alone, these regulations would prevent 1,200
premature deaths; 360,000 cases of asthma symptoms; 48,000 school absence days; and 57,000
lost work days in the United States.

This repeal would add to the growing damages from regulatory rollbacks under the Trump
Administration. The Administration’s environmental and energy rollbacks have placed at risk
over 3,000 annual premature mortalities and more than $150 billion in annual net benefits
that pre-existing rules were expected to deliver. For more information, see our analysis here.

Dena Adler, Senior Attorney at the Institute for Policy Integrity, released the following
statement:

“This action will cause significant harm to the public, including hundreds of billions of dollars in health
and economic damages each year. Even though annual greenhouse gas emissions from power plants
cause over $300 billion in damages, EPA has treated this harm as essentially zero in recent analyses,
including ignoring its prior estimates based on uncertainty. This is like an insurance agent saying that
your home burning down is costless because you don't know the exact dollar value of the damages.

EPA’s expected new legal rationale puts the agency on even weaker legal grounds. The Supreme Court
has made clear that EPA has an obligation to control greenhouse gas emissions from power plants
under the Clean Air Act. The power sector is the second-largest U.S. greenhouse gas emitter. Leaving
this pollution unchecked ignores the Supreme Court, puts the public at risk, and flagrantly violates
EPA’s legal responsibilities.”

The Institute for Policy Integrity has submitted extensive comments to EPA opposing this repeal
and published several analyses detailing the flaws in EPA’s rationale. These include:

e A policy brief explaining how EPA has long recognized that contributions to pollution
problems far smaller than those of greenhouse gases from power plants are significant.


mailto:derek.sylvan@nyu.edu
https://policyintegrity.org/tracking-regulatory-rollbacks
https://policyintegrity.org/publications/detail/significant-by-any-measure

e Areport showing that every year of U.S. power-sector emissions contributes to climate
damages costing thousands of U.S. lives and hundreds of billions in global economic harms.

e A comment letter explaining the legal and analytical flaws in EPA’s proposed arguments to
repeal the carbon pollution limits.

e A suite of materials explaining the flaws in EPA’s repeal of the endangerment finding,

including a report on the agency’s misapplication of the major questions doctrine and a
report detailing the economic consensus that significant action to mitigate greenhouse gas

emissions is warranted and cost-effective.

e Ajoint comment letter on the flaws of EPA’s failure to monetize greenhouse gas emissions.

Adler and other experts at the Institute for Policy Integrity are available for interviews on these
issues.
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The Institute for Policy Integrity at New York University School of Law is a non-partisan think tank
dedicated to improving the quality of government decisionmaking. The institute produces original
scholarly research in the fields of economics, law, and regulatory policy; and advocates for reform
before courts and government agencies.
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