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INSTITUTE FOR POLICY INTEGRITY LAUNCHES TOOL TO ESTIMATE THE HEALTH DAMAGES OF AIR 

POLLUTION 
Estimates fill gap left by Trump Administration’s abandonment of regulatory analyses 

 
The Institute for Policy Integrity at NYU School of Law has launched a new data tool that 
estimates the health and mortality costs to society from industrial air pollution. Polluting 
facilities in many industries generate air pollutants that form ozone and particulate matter, 
which harm the health of Americans and can lead to death, asthma, heart attacks, and many 
other respiratory and cardiovascular illnesses.  
 
The new calculator fills a void that resulted from the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA’s) decision to no longer quantify the impacts of air pollution on human health in 
regulatory analyses. EPA’s decision to omit these impacts, citing the uncertainty of the 
estimates, contradicts decades of agency practice and an enormous scientific record. Our 
calculator provides advocacy groups, researchers, journalists, and the public with a user-
friendly tool to estimate the social costs and health consequences of this harmful air 
pollution. 
 
The online tool uses peer-reviewed estimates of the costs and health consequences of 
pollutants that contribute to harmful particulate matter and ozone concentrations. EPA had 
used these estimates within a peer-reviewed methodology for years. Users can input a 
geographic region; the year the pollution was released; and the source of the pollution, 
such as power plants, paper mills, or refineries; and the number of tons of pollutants 
released, including nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, directly-emitted particulate matter, 
volatile organic compounds, and ammonia. The calculator then produces estimates of the 
number of premature deaths and other health consequences due to those emissions, along 
with an estimate of the societal costs of those health impacts.  
 
The Institute for Policy Integrity will host a webinar on October 20 to highlight the 
calculator's functionality, methodology, and key issues related to U.S. clean air policies. 
 
Some use cases for the calculator are described below: 
  

• Quantify Health Impacts of Regulatory Actions: In February 2026, EPA repealed 

key elements of Clean Air Act-related regulations known as MATS (Mercury and Air 
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Toxics Standards). In the Regulatory Impact Analysis evaluating their repeal, EPA 

does not quantify the health impacts of the repeal. We can input the pollutant 

emissions changes listed in the Regulatory Impact Analysis into the calculator to 

estimate that for the year 2030, this repeal would cause $92–$160 million in 

damages from adverse health outcomes, including over 1,000 lost work days in 

2030 alone due to worker incapacity. 

• Contextualizing Pollution for News Reporting: EPA often makes policy changes 

that result in emission increases, but understanding the health consequences can be 

difficult. For example, a news article published earlier this year discussed how air 

pollution from coal plants spiked in 2025 compared to previous years. Our 

calculator can quantify the impact of this harmful pollution. Nationwide, the 

increase in pollution caused almost 3,000 more childhood asthma cases and over 

72,000 lost work days. Damages to health from this additional pollution is costing 

Americans as much as $20 billion. 

 
“EPA’s decision to stop counting the costs of air pollution in regulatory analyses is 
irresponsible and illegal,” said Jason Schwartz, Regulatory Policy Director at the Institute 
and a lead researcher on the project. “But with this data tool, anyone can calculate the costs 
of air pollution that the agency is omitting. Air pollution causes sickness and death. If you 
suspect that a new pollution source or regulatory rollback is dangerous, this tool could help 
you make your case.” 
 
“There are tens of thousands of published scientific articles about the health effects of 
particulate matter and ozone,” said Al McGartland, who headed EPA’s National Center for 
Environmental Economics for 25 years and is now Economic Policy Director at the 
Institute. “For EPA to abandon this rich literature may be convenient in advancing a 
deregulatory agenda, but the agency can no longer assert that science is the North Star 
guiding its policies. This calculator empowers all of us to more fully understand the 
consequences of less protective standards for air pollution.”   
 
McGartland and Schwartz are available to discuss the calculator. 
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The Institute for Policy Integrity at New York University School of Law is a non-partisan 
think tank dedicated to improving the quality of government decisionmaking. The institute 
produces original scholarly research in the fields of economics, law, and regulatory policy; 
and advocates for reform before courts and government agencies.  
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